
Back to the Future –
Towards a more natural Selsey Coast 

and
what this might mean for underwater



Summary

1. Historically the coast has changed, releasing sediment 
into the marine realm

2. Over the last half century or so, the coast has been 
fossilised with no/very reduced input

3. With climate change, coastal change is inevitable and 
changes are starting to take place already so sediment 
is released again.



Selsey 2000 years ago



Last centuries at East Head

Searle, S.A., 1975. The 

Tidal Threat - East Head 

Spit, Chichester 

Harbour. Chichester.



West side story

East Head



Last century 
at Selsey 



Last centuries at Pagham 

Barcock, N.W.S., Collins, M.B., 1991. Coastal erosion associated with 

a tidal inlet: Pagham, West Sussex (No. SUDO/TEC/91/3NC). 

Southampton University Department of Oceanography.
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?



2013-2021
loss of ~450,000 m3 of clay;

this is decreasing

Medmerry Managed Realignment
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Sentinel Hub EO Browser (sentinel-hub.com) 12-03-2022

Mixon Rocks 

Kirk Arrow ‘Spit’

Inner Owers



Kirk Arrow ‘Spit’ 
and

‘muddy’ water



Thank you


